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How it all began…

Concept paper SusChem 
July 2004 

“…The Technology Platform for 
Sustainable Chemistry is a joint initiative 
of Cefic, EuropaBio and the European 
Commission‘s DG Research.“

Strategic Objectives
• To maintain and strengthen the 
competitiveness and sustainability of the 
chemical industry in Europe based on
technology leadership.
• To help meet society’s needs in terms of 
food, health, energy and materials in close 
cooperation with all stakeholders.
• To boost and sustain chemistry research 
in Europe.
• To improve EU framework conditions 
conducive to chemical innovation.

“The Technology Platform will consist of
a network of strategic and intellectual
alliances that bridge academia, industry 
and relevant additional partners, to
foster the whole innovation process
from idea to product launch. 
While the Platform will be industry-led,
it is imperative that this is a real 
partnership with other key stakeholders 
to enable a shared vision to be 
developed.“



…and what it has led to: 3 Public Private Partnerships for R,D&I Funding

SusChem Structure 2005

Horizon 2020
(2014-2020)

Horizon Europe 
(2021-2027)

IAM4EU



…and 18 National Technology Platforms that
span all of Europe

SusChem AT SusChem BE SusChem BG SusChem CH SusChem CZ SusChem DE

SusChem ES SusChem FI SusChem FR SusChem GR SusChem IT SusChem NL

SusChem PL SusChem PT SusChem RO SusChem SE SusChem SI SusChem UK



SusChem is set against an exciting current political background

Europe‘s choice Draghi report AlignActAccelerate



Future SusChem needs to be…



SusChem‘s role? 
To consolidate and translate R,D&I needs of the chemical segment

Overarching Innovation strategies

Digitalization Circularity Energy efficiency ...

Energy

Mobility

Chemistry

…

Topics
Segment

Technical input:
SusChem‘s inclusive 
community, 
representing
stakeholders from
academia, RTOs and 
industry (start-ups, 
SMEs, large companies)

SusChem‘s technical content driven Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda

…



We will be setting up new Technical Working groups and 
will draft a new, dynamic SRIA

Revised Board of Directors

Technical
group 1

Technical 
group 2

Technical
group 3

SusChem 
secretariat

SusChem advisory 
team/SMGT

Dynamic SRIA
• A framing document to gove

pverarching context and 
background for R,D&I needs
in the chemical segment

• Working groups to deliver
White Papers/Concept 
Papers that will be the 
individual chapters of the 
SRIA



With its revised set-up and USP, SUsChem will shape the 
future of European Union innovation agendas and funding 

Revised Board composition

New technical working groups/
topics

Industry, RTOs, academia combined

NTPs as channels into
member states

• unique opportunity to influence European 
R,D&I strategies and the resulting access to 
EU funds (e.g. FP10)

• triggering funding pre-competitively by 
setting focus topics of relevance to SusChem 
stakeholders 

• shaping the digital and green transition of 
the chemical sector through innovation 

• increasing competitiveness of our industries 



SusChem as one of 18 ETPs recently called on the 
European Commission to reaffirm the strategic role of the 
ETPs under FP10

Source: see e.g. https://suschem.org/18-european-technology-platforms-call-for-strengthened-eu-research-innovation-support/



...and SusChem on its way to new Horizons.

Join our journey!


